
 

Remarks 

 

  
 

 

 

Ontario Energy Association – Leader of the Year 
 
OEA Conference Gala, Toronto, ON, September 27, 2016 
 
Max Cananzi: President and CEO, Horizon Utilities Corporation  
[Read by Neil Freeman, Vice President, Business Development and Corporate Relations] 
 
 

Ladies and gentlemen, colleagues and friends, it is with pleasure that I’m 

here tonight to tell you how grateful and humbled I am by your recognition. 

 

In accepting this award, let me first say ‘thank you’ to my amazing team at 

Horizon Utilities … a team that I have had the privilege of leading for the 

past 13 years.  

 

I am one who firmly believes that neither the merger and acquisition 

process that has earned me award - nor the customer-focused operation I 

am pleased to lead every day - would have been possible without each and 

every member of my staff at Horizon Utilities.   

 

I would also, of course, like to express my appreciation for the tremendous 

support and counsel I have received from Horizon’s Board of Directors, 

represented here tonight by its Chair, Rob Cary, and directors Margaret 

Nelligan and Joe Rinaldo.   

 

I am extremely grateful for the guidance and dedication of Rob and all 

directors in the ambitious and challenging course of completing the merger 

that this award celebrates.   
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While I am extremely proud of Horizon’s achievements as a company, I 

want to convey that, from the moment combining of Enersource, Horizon, 

Hydro One Brampton and PowerStream became a possibility, I believed it 

was an exceptional opportunity for customers, communities and 

shareholders. It is for this reason that I am so genuinely excited about the 

future with our new colleagues and shareholders in the new merged 

company. 

 

Through the process of assembling this transaction, it has been my utmost 

pleasure to develop strong friendships with Brian Bentz and Peter Gregg, 

with whom I share this award, and also Paul Tremblay at Hydro One 

Brampton.  

 

With all of us coming to know the strengths of the respective teams in each 

organization, I think we are all impressed with the wealth and depth of 

talent of the new company, and I am confident that this talent will be 

harnessed with great effectiveness. 

 

Finally, I would like to share my thanks to all seven shareholders of the 

transaction for the confidence they’ve shown in the merger’s new 

leadership and for their openness to the new vision this merger represents. 

 

Thank you. 


