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Good Evening everyone.   
 
Thank you Toby Heaps for your very kind words for Horizon Utilities’ corporate 
responsibility leadership in Canada. 
 
On behalf of the Horizon family of companies, I am tremendously proud to accept this 
recognition for our sustainability efforts.  
 
We are thrilled to be ranked number one on Corporate Knights’ 2016 Future 40 
Responsible Corporate Leaders in Canada. This follows our decade-long commitment 
to sustainability measurement, environmental stewardship and local community 
engagement. 
 
Being named first across Canada provides validation for the efforts of our people. They 
have worked tirelessly to create a culture of performance measurement that generates 
success for our customers, our communities and our Shareholders. 
 
Just being on this list is an honour, but being number one across Canada is truly a 
reason to celebrate. 
 
At Horizon, practicing sustainable development is essential to our success as a provider 
of electricity distribution in Hamilton and St. Catharines and innovative energy solutions 
across Ontario.  
 
Horizon was an early adopter of sustainable development practices in the electricity 
sector, and we have become a stronger, better performing company as a result of these 
ongoing efforts. 
 
Measurement has allowed Horizon to move from reactive management of effects to 
deliberate strategies and plans and data openness and transparency has been a 
valuable part of the process.  
 

Indeed, many people have asked me over the years why Horizon would spend more 
money on sustainability measures. And my response is that we spend less because 
measurement gives us increased mileage on what we do spend. 



 

Remarks by Neil Freeman for Horizon Utilities 2 

 

 

Corporate Knights Award Gala 2016    

 

 
 

 

We take pride in these efforts, including having published our annual report as a 
“sustainability based” or “integrated reporting” annual report and filed with the Global 
Reporting Initiative since 2008.  
 
This year we tagged the annual report as “Performance with Purpose”.  
 
The annual report and GRI filing are our way of documenting our commitment to 
growing our business sustainably, improving performance and responding successfully 
to new business opportunities.  
 
I encourage you to view them at horizonutilities.com.  
 
So, on behalf of our CEO Max Cananzi and the entire Horizon team – thank you for 
recognizing our collective efforts in contributing to a more sustainable future. 
 
Thank you. 
 


