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Alectra Utilities and City of Markham to support Ontario’s EV goals
with innovative charging station program
Program to test impact of daytime EV charging at workplaces in Ontario
Markham, ON – Alectra Utilities and the City of Markham Wednesday unveiled ‘Alectra Drive for the
Workplace’, a two-year pilot program at the Markham Civic Centre that will assess the impact of
daytime electric vehicle (EV) charging at workplaces on Ontario’s electricity grid.
This first-of-its-kind initiative involves the use of 16 Level 2 EV charging stations, ten outdoor and six
indoor for program participants only, plus one Level 2 charging station for public use.
By making EV charging stations more accessible, the Alectra Drive for the Workplace program will
help reduce battery range anxiety for participating drivers, and support the province’s goal of
increasing EV sales to five per cent of all new passenger vehicles sold by 2020.
A unique feature of the Alectra Drive for the Workplace project is the Distributed Resource
Management System (DRMS) provided by Schneider Electric, which will manage and minimize the
electricity needed by the Markham Civic Centre and EV charging stations during peak hours while
providing adequate charge to the electric vehicles. The DRMS will collect real-time data to optimize
electricity loads to the EVs and building service equipment.
“We are excited about launching the Alectra Drive for the Workplace program at the Markham Civic
Centre,” said Brian Bentz, President and CEO, Alectra Inc. “Our business customers are seeking
simple solutions to implement workplace EV charging systems that manage electricity demand and
energy costs, while providing their employees with the technologies they need to confidently drive
their EVs to and from work.”
“We are proud that the Markham Civic Centre was selected as one of the locations to execute this
important EV charging pilot program in Alectra Utilities’ service territory,” said Markham Mayor Frank
Scarpitti, who is a member of the Alectra Board of Directors. “The reduction of greenhouse gas
emissions aligns with the Greenprint, Markham’s Community Sustainability Plan, which targets net
zero energy, water, waste and emissions by 2050.”
“Canadians made it clear through our national energy dialogue, Generation Energy, that the move to
electric vehicles and lower-carbon fossil fuel alternatives is necessary for the transition to a lowcarbon economy,” said Canada’s Minister of Natural Resources, the Honourable Jim Carr. “This pilot
program will make it easier for people to drive clean and will gather valuable data that can help bring
us closer to a low-carbon transportation future.”
“As the use of EVs becomes more common in Ontario, the increased load from vehicle charging will
need to be managed in order to reduce costs to building owners and utilities,” said Terry Young, VicePresident, Policy, Engagement and Innovation, Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO).
“Understanding the impact of daytime EV charging at workplaces will help us to manage peak
demand on the provincial electricity grid and reduce future electricity infrastructure investments.”

The Alectra Drive for the Workplace pilot program is being funded by the IESO Conservation Fund as
well as by Natural Resources Canada who provided funding through its Electric Vehicle Infrastructure
Demonstrations component of the Energy Innovation program. Alectra Utilities and its partners will
fund the balance of the program through a combination of funding and in-kind services and products.
The charging stations will be powered by Aviva Canada, who has generously covered the cost of
electricity. Other corporate partners supporting the program include Schneider Electric, FleetCarma,
Util-Assist, Robertson Bright, Plug’n Drive, Eguana Technologies, and FLO.
For more information about Alectra Drive for the Workplace, please visit www.AlectraDrive.com.
About Alectra’s Family of Companies
Alectra’s family of energy companies distributes electricity to nearly one million customers in Ontario’s
Greater Golden Horseshoe Area and provides innovative energy solutions to these and thousands
more across Ontario. The Alectra family of companies includes Alectra Inc. (Mississauga), Alectra
Utilities Corporation (Hamilton) and Alectra Energy Solutions (Vaughan).
About Markham
Markham, a municipality with 350,000 residents centrally located in the Greater Toronto area, is home
to over 400 corporate head offices and more than 1,100 high tech and life science companies.
Founded in the 1790s, today Markham is Canada’s most diverse community, enjoys a rich heritage,
outstanding community planning and services, and a vibrant local economy. Markham has received
the Excellence Canada Gold Award for Organizational Quality & Healthy Workplace, and multiple
heritage and environmental awards.
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