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Horizon Utilities wins national Environmental 
Commitment Award for sophisticated Energy 

Conservation Mapping project 
 

Innovative collaboration recognized by Canadian Electricity Association at 
Sustainable Electricity Awards  

 
(HAMILTON/ST. CATHARINES, ON) June 14, 2013 – Horizon Utilities’ innovative energy 

conservation mapping initiative was honoured by the Canadian Electricity Association (CEA) 

with its prestigious 2013 Environmental Commitment Award, which was presented at the CEA 

Sustainable Electricity Awards dinner in Calgary last night.  

“Horizon Utilities greatly appreciates the Canadian Electricity Association’s recognition of our 

energy conservation mapping initiative and the support of our project partners in this 

collaboration,” said Max Cananzi, President and CEO of Horizon Utilities. “Energy mapping is a 

powerful tool that brings existing information and databases together in creative new ways to 

identify customers who can best benefit from specific conservation programs. We can use a 

more sophisticated, efficient approach to match conservation programs with the customers who 

can realize the most energy savings.” 

Energy mapping allows Conservation and Demand 

Management (CDM) marketing programs to be 

designed to reach targeted residential and 

commercial customers with pinpoint accuracy. The 

project involves linking individual electricity 

consumption for all Horizon Utilities customers in 

Hamilton and St. Catharines with key building 

attributes, like square metres of floor area, age of 

buildings, heating and air conditioning type, and 

demographic data about neighbourhoods.  

Combining this data in a Geographic Information 

System (GIS) creates a centralized, geo-referenced 

database that can be queried and mapped. The 

resulting customer energy intensity profiles and 

underlying data are being used to plan Horizon’s 

CDM marketing campaigns -- and get the right 

messages and incentives to the right people in the  

most effective ways.  
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“The land use data and customer energy intensity profiles being developed by the pilot project 

are already being used for our 2013 marketing campaigns to help our customers become as 

energy efficient as possible,” added Cananzi. “This will contribute to the sustainability of the 

environment by reducing energy consumption and improving air quality while delivering cost 

savings to customers.” 

 

Launched with a $500,000 grant from the Ontario Power Authority’s Conservation Fund, the 

energy mapping pilot project has a number of influential partners who have generously 

contributed over $300,000 of financial and in-kind support.  

 

Project partners include the Canadian Urban Institute, Municipal Property Assessment 

Corporation, Teranet, Natural Resources Canada, Statistics Canada, Environics Analytics, the 

Cities of Hamilton and St. Catharines and the Regional Municipality of Niagara. 

 

To learn more about the many valuable and innovative CDM programs offered by Horizon 

Utilities, visit www.horizonutilities.com/conservation. 

 

For more information on the Canadian Electricity Association, visit www.electricity.ca.  June is 

National Electricity Month in Canada, see powerforthefuture.ca for more details on the CEA’s 

campaign.  
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About Horizon Utilities Corporation 
Horizon Utilities Corporation, one of the largest municipally owned electricity distribution 
companies in Ontario, is the first company in Canada to earn the Canadian Electricity 
Association’s Sustainable Electricity CompanyTM designation. It is a two-time winner of the 
CEA’s Sustainability Company of the Year award (2011 and 2012) and a repeat Top 10 
Employer in Hamilton-Niagara (2012 and 2013). It is the 2013 winner of the electricity sector’s 
Environmental Excellence Award. The company provides electricity and related utility services 
to 239,000 residential, commercial and industrial customers in Hamilton and St. Catharines.  
Horizon Utilities' employees are committed to delivering a safe and reliable supply of electricity, 
providing unparalleled customer value, and helping to create a culture of energy conservation in 
Ontario. 
 
For more information, contact: 
 
Larry Roberts 
Manager, External Communications 
Horizon Utilities Corporation 
Tel: 905-521-4908 • Cell: 905-741-5578 
Email: larry.roberts@horizonutilities.com 
Website: www.horizonutilities.com 
 

 

http://www.horizonutilities.com/conservation
http://www.electricity.ca/
http://powerforthefuture.ca/
mailto:larry.roberts@horizonutilities.com
http://www.horizonutilities.com/

