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Horizon Utilities wins Award of Merit at Hamilton 
Environmentalists of the Year celebration 

 
(HAMILTON/ST. CATHARINES, ON) June 13, 2013 – At its 34th Annual Awards Dinner on 

June 5 at Michelangelo Banquet Centre, the Hamilton Environmentalists of the Year Awards 

Committee presented Horizon Utilities Corporation with an Award of Merit.    

 

The Environmentalists of the Year Awards are presented each year to recognize individuals, 

groups, students and businesses in the Hamilton area for excellence in environmental efforts.  

 

“Horizon Utilities is honoured to receive the Hamilton Environmentalists of the Year Award of 

Merit,” said Neil Freeman, Vice President, Business Development, Horizon Utilities Corporation. 

“We would like to congratulate the individuals and the groups who were recognized. To be part 

of a community of people who are so determined to work together for the protection and 

enhancement of the environment is truly inspiring.”  

 
 

 
 
Hamilton Mayor Bob Bratina (third from right) and Barb McKean from the Awards Committee (second 
from right) acted as emcees for the Awards Dinner and took time to celebrate Horizon Utilities’ Award of 
Merit with Horizon representatives (left to right) Larry Roberts, Brian Smith, Dawn Manning, John Neu and 
Peter Ormond.  

 
“At Horizon Utilities, we are striving to improve our customers’ experience, the liveability of our 

communities and the value we offer to our shareholders through our company’s commitment to 

sustainable development,” added Freeman. “Recognition like this from an important local 

environmental group reinforces our commitment to pursue sustainability in all aspects of our 

work.”   
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Hamilton Environmentalists of the Year Award of Merit – 2013-06-13  

Horizon Utilities was recognized with an Award of Merit for incorporating environmentally 

responsible behavior and sustainable environmental practices into its business, including use of 

energy conservation and renewable energy technologies; promoting conservation initiatives to 

its customers; sponsoring environmental community based initiatives, and adopting a corporate-

wide strategy of reporting its annual performance based on the triple bottom line of 

environmental, social and economic factors. 

 

Other groups and individuals recognized at the event included Friends of Rural Communities 

and the Environment (FORCE) from Flamborough and Friends of the Eramosa Karst 

(FOTEK) from Stoney Creek, co-winners of the Dr. Victor Cecilioni Award for Environmentalists 

of the Year for 2012.  Robert Edmondson received a Lifetime Achievement Award for his 

decades of work protecting local natural areas.  Local environmental activist Elysia Petrone 

and the City of Hamilton’s Windermere Basin Wetland Creation Project also received Awards 

of Merit for their work. 

More information on this year’s recipients is available at the Hamilton Environmentalists of the 

Year Awards Committee website:  www.eoyawards.org. 
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About Horizon Utilities Corporation 
Horizon Utilities Corporation, one of the largest municipally owned electricity distribution 

companies in Ontario, is the first company in Canada to earn the Canadian Electricity 
Association’s Sustainable Electricity CompanyTM designation. It is a two-time winner of the 
CEA’s Sustainability Company of the Year award (2011 and 2012) and a repeat Top 10 
Employer in Hamilton-Niagara (2012 and 2013). It is the 2013 winner of the electricity sector’s 
Environmental Excellence Award. The company provides electricity and related utility services 
to 239,000 residential, commercial and industrial customers in Hamilton and St. Catharines.  
Horizon Utilities' employees are committed to delivering a safe and reliable supply of electricity, 
providing unparalleled customer value, and helping to create a culture of energy conservation in 
Ontario.  
 
For more information, contact: 
 
Larry Roberts 
Manager, External Communications 
Horizon Utilities Corporation 
Tel: 905-521-4908 • Cell: 905-741-5578 
Email: larry.roberts@horizonutilities.com 
Website: www.horizonutilities.com 
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